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On March 24, 2004, I performed personal and area monitoring for potential User exposure to isoflurane anesthetic gas in the A-2 lab, located at NSRL (building 958). This monitoring process took place with personnel performing their duties, anesthetizing mice, as would occur during an experimental run. For evaluation purposes no animals were actually used during this test.


Using properly calibrated sampling equipment two personal monitoring samples and two area samples were obtained. The technician performing the actual manipulations of the anesthetic induction boxes located under the fume hood was monitored. A second technician would normally carry the sled boxes from the lab to the target area was in the laboratory but was not actively monitored. The exposure received by this technician would conservatively be less than the technician performing the anesthetic manipulations. Air samples representing the general laboratory environment and of the adjoining hall way was also taken at this time.


An accredited laboratory analyzed the samples. Upon review of the analytical results I conclude that personnel exposure to isoflurane anesthetic gas at NSRL would be extremely low when proper controls are in place. These controls include the use of the fume hood when opening the induction and sled boxes. Assuring that all sled boxes are gas tight, all hose connections are gas tight and the proper type of pressure rated hose is used throughout the apparatus.
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